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 The Deuel County Commissioners met in regular session on August 5th, 2025, at 
9:00 AM in the Commission Room of the Courthouse with Chairman Jay Grabow presiding. 
Those present were Commissioners Jay Grabow, Steve Rhody, Scott Fieber, Harry 
Mewherter and Judith Homan. Also present was Auditor Courtney Parker along with many 
members of the public. The meeting began with prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance. 1) 
Fieber moved, seconded by Rhody to approve the agenda as presented. All voted yes and 
the motion carried. 2) Homan moved, seconded by Mewherter to approve the July Minutes. 
All voted yes and the motion carried. 

Appointments 
Item #1 Highway Superintendent Jamie Broksieck 
 Broksieck explained the plasma cutter quit working. A new one costs $4678 with a 
six year warranty. 3) Fieber moved, seconded by Mewherter to purchase a plasma cutter in 
the amount of $4,678 with a six year warranty. All voted yes and the motion carried. A wheel 
bearing went out on a gravel truck. A new rebuilt rear end is $3268. 4) Fieber moved, 
seconded by Rhody to approve rebuilt axel in the amount of $3268. All voted yes and the 
motion carried. Broksieck discussed he would like eight tires in the amount of $3640 off of 
state bid. Inventory was taken and we have some that are getting too worn. Due to tariffs 
raising prices, Grabow thought it would be best to purchase some extras now. 5) Homan 
moved, seconded by Grabow to approve 16 tires at $7280 from state bid. All voted yes and 
the motion carried. Broksieck discussed the Astoria Oil  project. He is trying to qualify for a 
SDDOT Economic Development grant but needs the core sample first. The core sample 
from GeoTech is $3500. This is the Astoria Oil, one mile going into town to elevator. 6) 
Rhody moved, seconded by Mewherter to approve GeoTech to do a core sample in the 
amount of $3500 on the Astoria Oil. All voted yes and the motion carried. Geotech did get 
samples done on the Dean Hunt road but they haven’t heard back from Banner yet.  
Item #2 at 9:11 AM Executive Session Pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2(1) Personnel Matters 

7) Fieber moved, seconded by Homan to move into Executive Session Pursuant to 
SDCL 1-25-2(1) Personnel Matters. All voted yes and the motion carried. Chairman Grabow 
declared the Commissioners out of Executive Session at 9:23 AM.  

8) Mewherter moved, seconded by Rhody to advertise for a mechanic job at the 
county highway shop. All voted yes and the motion carried.  
Item #3 at 9:30 AM for a Joint Meeting with the Zoning and Planning Commission 

A joint public hearing with the Deuel County Commissioners and the Zoning Board 
was held upon the request of petitioner Michelle (Sorenson) Fahrenbruck and property 
owners Bruce Sorenson & Michelle (Sorenson) to issue a change in zoning classification for 
property that is described as Southwest Acres Addition in SW1/4 of Section Thirteen (13), 
Township One Hundred Sixteen (116) North, Range Forty-nine  (49) West of the 5th P.M., 
Deuel County, South Dakota, to “AG” Agricultural District from “CI” Commercial/Industrial 
District.   

Deuel County Board Planning Commission member Lammers made a motion, 
seconded by Fieber, to recommend to the Deuel County Board of Commissioners the 
rezoning of Southwest Acres Addition in SW1/4 of Section Thirteen (13), Township One 
Hundred Sixteen (116) North, Range Forty-nine  (49) West of the 5th P.M., Deuel County, 
South Dakota, from “CI” Commercial/Industrial District to “AG” Agricultural District.  All 
voted in favor, and the motion carried. 

Motion to adjourn by Grabow, second by Dahl. Motion passed unanimously. 
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Following adjournment, the Deuel County Commissioners held the First Reading of 
Ordinance B2022-01-07A. 9) Fieber moved, seconded by Mewherter to have the second 
reading on B2022-01-07A on August 19, 2025, at 9:30 AM. All voted yes and the motion 
carried.  
Item #4 Sheriff Cory Borg 

Borg discussed the 2026 contract rate for cities. Currently the rate is $41.20. Borg 
told them to plan on going up following CPI, which is 2.9%. 10) Mewherter moved, 
seconded by Rhody to set the 2026 city contract rate at $42.40 for 2026. All voted yes and 
the motion carried.  

Borg would like to surplus three radios to fire departments because his bank 
charger holds six radios so three always are left uncharged and wouldn’t be of any use if 
they needed to use them in an emergency situation. Borg explained they can be used for 
digital or analog. Currently they are backups for the sheriff’s office. They were 100% paid for 
by grants. 11) Homan moved, seconded by Fieber to surplus three radios to fire 
departments. All voted yes and the motion carried.  

Borg explained that a firearm instructor told him there’s an issue with the current 
duty pistols they carry as they can go off in holster without someone pulling the trigger. 
Some law enforcement officers have been injured due to these pistols as well as a death of 
an airman. It isn’t clear yet, if the recall fixes the misfiring issue. Borg talked to insurance, 
and they advised since we know of the issue, and if something were to happen, then the 
insurance wouldn’t cover the accident, and county would be on the hook. J3 Arms quoted 
Shadow Systems MR920s, which is what Borg currently carries, a Shadow System 9 mil. 
The Shadow Systems MR920s have passed the firearm test. They are $606.03 apiece 
totaling $3636. 12) Homan moved, seconded by Mewherter to approve six Shadow System 
MR920s at $606.03 apiece totaling $3636 from J3 Arms. The six current duty pistols with the 
misfiring issue will be destroyed and Borg will need to report back when and how they were 
destroyed. All voted yes and the motion carried.   
Item #5 SotaSoDak Executive Director Gary Hudiburgh 

Hudiburgh explained that he lives in Gary, SD and he formed a nonprofit 
organization called SotaSoDak which specifically focuses on combating juvenile 
delinquency and the youth mental health crisis in rural South Dakota communities. 
SotaSoDak is centered around providing meaningful alternatives to the destructive 
influences of excessive screen time, social media addiction, and nihilistic cultural 
pressures affecting today’s young people. Currently there are 15 kids this summer taking 
advantage of the program that is offered on Saturdays but looking to expand. The City of 
Gary gave him $5000. Grabow discussed maybe SotaSoDak can talk to kids about the 
importance of nutrition to help kids learn how to eat right. Discussion of leasing the 4-H 
grounds was had. Currently, SotaSoDak are trying to receive grants to help with funding as 
well. 13) Homan moved, seconded by Mewherter to approve support funds for SotaSoDak 
in the amount of $5000 with the requirement of quarterly reports given to the board. All 
voted yes and the motion carried.  
Item #6 Plainview Dairy Representative Kees Knevelbaard 

Knevelbaard discussed the complications in getting a new haul road agreement 
process between Plainview Dairy and Blom Township for over a year. Knevelbaard 
presented a haul road agreement with items highlighted yellow that Plainview has concerns 
with. Plainview Dairy would like to obtain a new haul road agreement. Knevelbaard believes 
it should be for the North half section and shouldn’t have an inspection fee. Knevelbaard 
voiced his opinion stating the dairy shouldn’t have to pay for the township to do their job by 
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managing and inspecting the roads. Knevelbaard stated if something breaks or needs fixing 
the dairy would be totally responsible. Banner would like them to have a new haul road 
agreement before they start any work. Blom Township officials Al and Jane Moore as well as 
Bruce Harringa stated the haul road agreement Plainview presented isn’t the last one they 
had agreed on to their knowledge. They then presented the last known haul road agreement 
to their knowledge. A.Moore explained this haul road agreement was created from previous 
haul road agreements they have with other operations. Blom township is to the point where 
they need legal guidance but their lawyer has taken a month sabbatical and now will be 
reaching out to them. Grabow asked Blom township to give them the same agreement they 
gave Wildrose Dairy as the problem lies with the sewage pipe. Grabow explained to both 
parties they need to make an agreement not allowing sewage hoses to be put over 
driveways and approaches. Knevelbaard said he is fine providing maps and timeline. 
Grabow asked if Knevelbaard can get the engineering agreement and Blom Township 
confirmed. Grabow asked Knevelbaard when they would start milking and he stated in 
December. Knevelbaard stated they can use Highway 28 until September 1st. Bowes is 
doing some work for Plainview Dairy. Plainview Dairy is drilling a well and is option 2. 
(Option 1 was coming from the Estelline Area requiring more expense) The water has been 
tested and seems to be adequate.  
Item #7 US Fish and Wildlife Supervisor Realty Specialist Chad Carlson 

Carlson discussed USFW Service is looking to utilize Land & Water Conservation 
Funds to work cooperatively with landowners to conserve grasslands in Deuel County. This 
allows the service to offer secure grassland easements from landowners. The Grassland 
easements protect native grasslands preclude tillage agriculture and haying prior to July 
15th. Landowners retain all over rights including unrestricted grazing and public access 
rights. The easements do not preclude landowners from paying property taxes. The 
easement will go with the land just like any other utility easement. The easement will stay 
with the land forever. Counites that have given a “no objection” response have been 
Codington, Miner, Brookings, Clark, Hand, and Hyde. 14) Mewherter moved, seconded by 
Rhody to give the US Fish and Wildlife Service a “no objection” response on the Land and 
Water Conservation Funds grassland easements. All voted yes and the motion carried.   
Item #8 Director of Equalization Deborah Meguire 

Meguire discussed OHE stating she lowered the value on his land with the big slope 
but kept the other flat land at the appropriate land valuation. Meguire explained they stayed 
equal with the neighbor. Meguire explained she looked at the inside of his house to see 
what had improved and what hadn’t been. She said the basement is in the living area and 
adjusted it accordingly. Meguire looked at sales comparisons but there weren’t a whole lot 
comparable to this property. She found one but it was built in 2023 and Winkles was built in 
2003. The other had more square footage than Winkles as well. Adjustment was more than 
he wanted but agreed it was good.  

Grabow asked how the valuation on the proposed data center was coming from 
Vanguard. Meguire explained she gave the estimate base off square footage to Applied 
Digital representatives. Applied Digital has not given the maps to Vanguard to get more of 
an accurate estimate. Grabow explained that Applied Digital will want the lowest property 
tax. Meguire explained without physically seeing the buildings it is hard to give more detail. 
Grabow explained the maps should give Vanguard a better idea of a more accurate 
valuation when given maps instead of just square footage. Grabow will talk to Nick Phillips 
from Applied Digital.  
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Meguire went on to talk about her annual review in the Equalization office; transfers 
368, building permits 367, plats/splits 98, discretionary 183, growth 228, tax exempt 100, 
veterans 16, Renewable energy 5, elderly freeze 41, flooded land applications 8, 
reappraisals 7, property cards 5853, assessment notices 2695. She has met all of her 
deadlines and with a new department she believes it has went well.  

Tyler Holm deputy appraiser passed his certification and will be eligible for his wage 
increase on August 27th. Matt Stormo is going to school to pass his certification.  
Item #9 South Wind Tower Project 

Darwin Hunt farms in the north wind farm and is not happy about the placement of 
some wind towers that cause damages to crop, shadow flicker and missing dirt work. He 
signed up in good faith. Hunt’s house opens to the east and that’s where the wind chargers 
are. Hunt explained there is 30 hours of shadow flicker, noise and movement. On the 
original plan there was not supposed to be any wind towers in that location. Invenergy 
representatives come out and talk, but they never fix the issue. Discussion was had on wind 
tower easements. Evenson states no conflict of interest. Evenson would advise Hunt to talk 
to an attorney. Hunt explained in the agreement he signed, it states they cannot talk to legal 
counsel. Grabow said his crop is obviously getting ruined as his corn is showing waves in 
height difference. Invenergy should hear Hunt out and take action. They haven’t been 
helping fix the tiling correctly. Invenergy is currently completing two pads because the 
federal government is holding them up. Hunt is still trying to figure out the dirt, crops are 
being destroyed and shadow flicker. 

Old Business 
15) Homan moved, seconded by Fieber to approve $2,000 in support funds for the 

Clear Lake Historical Society for 2026. All voted yes and the motion carried.  
New Business 

16) Homan moved, seconded by Mewherter to approve an amendment to the 2024-
2025 Health Nurse Contract. All voted yes and the motion carried.  

17) Rhody moved, seconded by Fieber to approve the purchase of a pallet of Grazon 
in the amount of $9329.28. All voted yes and the motion carried.  

Discussion was had on the 2nd quarter budget. All funds look within normal 
spending limits. 

Approval of Warrants 
18) Fieber moved, seconded by Rhody to pay all warrants. All voted yes and motion 

carried.  
Paid Early: US POSTMASTER 2000.00 POSTAGE, MERP 779.41 EMPLOYEE CLAIMS, MERP 
931.60 EMPLOYEE CLAIMS 
Warrants: A&B BUSINESS SOLUTIONS 135.69 SUPPLIES, ARTISTIC CUSTOM BADGES & 
COINS 675.80 SUPPLIES, AGRI PARTNERS INC. 9329.28 GRAZON CHEMICAL, AT&T 
MOBILITY 372.84 UTILITIES, AUTO VALUE PARTS STORE 540.75 REPAIR, BROOKINGS CO. 
SHERIFF'S OFFICE 290.40 PRISONER HOUSING, BJERKE SANITATION 320.00 GARBAGE, 
BOWES CONSTRUCTION INC 4781.76 ASPHALT SUPPLIES, ABIGAIL BRANDENBURGER 
76.80 FASHION REVUE JUDGE, BRATLAND LAW 780.00 CAA FEES, CARMEN BREMMON 
162.80 INTERPRETOR FEES, BUTLER MACHINERY CO 12300.00 GRADER RENTAL, MELISSA 
CARPENTER 115.49 OVER PAYMENT FEES, CREDIT COLLECTIONS BUREAU 3.40 POOR 
LIEN RECOVERY, FOELL, PC 80.00 PROF. FEES, CINTAS CORP 115.31 RUG RENTAL, CITY 
OF CLEAR LAKE 210.40 UTILITIES, CLEAR LAKE COURIER 1452.61 PUBLICATIONS, 
TWOTREES TECHNOLOGIES 16387.00 SOFTWARE AGREEMENT, COUNTRYSIDE AUTO 
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BODY & SALES 7671.50 REPAIR, KURT DAGEL 17.30 OVER PMT TITLE FEES, 
DAKOTABILITIES 180.00 3RD QTR SUPPORT, DEUEL COUNTY TREASURER 20.18 DELINQ 
TAXES, DSC COMMUNICATIONS 894.00 REPAIRS/PROF. SERVICE, DUININCK, INC 756.00 
COLD MIX SUPPLIES, ECOLAB PEST ELIMINATION DIV 62.99 PROF. SERVICE, FIRST BANK & 
TRUST 2226.81 CC STATEMENT, FISHER SAND & GRAVEL CO 1651.32 SUPPLIES, 
FLEETPRIDE 192.99 SUPPLIES, FRITZ CHEVROLET INC 44.28 REPAIR, GLENWOOD 
TOWNSHIP 1024.00 POCKET GOPHERS, H-D ELECTRIC COOP, INC 188.76 
REPAIR/SUPPLIES, HILLYARD/SIOUX FALLS 631.34 SUPPLIES, J & L MACHINE & WELDING 
INC 1025.68 REPAIR, J WIEBER CONSTRUCTION 2678.00 OVERPAYMENT TAXES, J3 ARMS 
3636.18 FIREARMS - SHADOW MR920, JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL 808.60 REPAIR, JOHNSON 
CONTROLS 1085.79 REPAIR, HALEY JURRENS 86.85 FASHION REVUE JUDGE, DEB 
LESSMAN 182.82 TRAVEL & REG REIMB., HOLLY LUNDEN 66.35 COMMUNICATIONS 
JUDGE, BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC 167.81 REPAIR, BRINLEIGH MACK 96.90 SPECIAL 
FOODS JUDGE, CRAIG MAGEDANZ 67.42 WEED BOARD MTG, MAYNARDS 91.56 SUPPLIES, 
MENARDS 100.94 SUPPLIES, MOTION INDUSTRIES 261.58 REPAIR, BYRON NOGELMEIER 
155.00 SCRAM DUES, NORTHWESTERN ENERGY 72.01 UTILITIES, OFFICE PEEPS INC 
971.82 SUPPLIES, OTTERTAIL POWER CO 39.88 UTILITIES, NATHAN PALM 64.74 WEED 
BOARD MTG, POWERPLAN OIB 212.10 REPAIR, CINDY ANDERSON 20.50 SUPPLIES, 
RICHARDSON, WYLY, WISE, 860.00 PROF. SERVICE, SANFORD CLINIC 1666.67 HEALTH 
NURSE, SD DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION 2041.45 FUEL, SDACO 172.00 M&P FEES, SIGN 
SOLUTIONS USA, LLC 4039.90 SUPPLIES, STACY WITTNEBEL 250.00 SUPPLIES, STAN 
HOUSTON EQUIPMENT CO, INC 138.96 SUPPLIES, TRI STATE WATER INC 27.55 SUPPLIES, 
VAN DIEST SUPPLY COMPANY 6199.27 SPRAY CHEMICALS, VANDER HAAGS INC. 3268.12 
REPAIR, W W TIRE SERVICE INC-WTN 4666.60 REPAIR, WATERTOWN FORD 109.06 REPAIR, 
KARA ZAUG 76.80 SPECIAL FOODS JUDGE 

June Payroll 
Commissioners $10647.34, Election $133.49, Auditor’s Office $12043.85, Treasurer’s 

Office $12044.91, State’s Attorney’s Office $8653.55, General Government Building 
$6261.48, Director of Equalization Office $17235.28, Register of Deeds Office $9742.57, 
Veteran Service Officer $3001.55, GIS $749.03, Sheriff’s Dept. $54343.90, County Assist 

$400.35, 4-H $992.67, Extension Office $3776.73, Weed & Pest $9519.20, Planning & 
Zoning $5756.26, Road & Bridge $76608.32, Civil Defense $428.08 

July Payroll 
Commissioners $10647.42, Election $134.25, Auditor’s Office $12944.97, Treasurer’s 

Office $12241.20, State’s Attorney’s Office $8899.55, General Government Building 
$6693.40, Director of Equalization Office $17692.98, Register of Deeds Office $10043.02, 
Veteran Service Officer $3001.53, GIS $749.03, Sheriff’s Dept. $47987.52, County Assist 

$402.64, 4-H $2053.89, Extension Office $4279.00, Weed & Pest $9052.68, Planning & 
Zoning $5756.25, Road & Bridge $89454.48, Civil Defense $428.08 

Public Comment 
Mary Nosbush invited the commission as well as everyone else to a meeting about 

abolishing property taxes. This meeting is hosted by the Deuel County Republicans. The 
meeting is in Goodwin Fire Hall on August 27th, 2025 at 7:00 pm. Nosbush is inviting all City 

Officials, County Officials and School Officials. Nosbush gave a brief overview of what 
would replace the property taxes. A transaction tax would be $1.50 on anything regardless 

of their cost.  
Adjournment 
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There being no further business 19) Mewherter moved, seconded by Grabow to 
adjourn. All voted yes and the motion carried.  
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________            ________________________________  
Courtney Parker, Auditor          Jay Grabow, Chairman 
Published one time at the approximate cost of              


