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 The Deuel County Commissioners met in regular session on February 17th, 2026, at 
9:00 AM in the Commission Room of the Courthouse with Chairman Jay Grabow presiding. 
Those present were Commissioners Jay Grabow, Steve Rhody, Scott Fieber, Harry 
Mewherter and Judith Homan. Also present was Auditor Courtney Parker and many 
members of the public. The meeting began with prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance. 1) 
Fieber moved, seconded by Mewherter to approve the agenda with the addition of the 
Applied Digital Townhall meeting. All voted yes and the motion carried.  

Appointments 
Item #1 Highway Superintendent Jamie Broksieck  

Broksieck presented Resolution #26-05 A Resolution Setting Weight Limit 
Enforcements on Deuel County Highways. 2) Rhody moved, seconded by Homan to 
approve Resolution #26-05 for Load Limits. Roll Call Vote: Homan-aye, Mewherter-aye, 
Fieber-aye, Rhody-aye, Grabow-aye, motion carries.  

 
RESOLUTION #26-05 

 

A RESOLUTION SETTING WEIGHT LIMIT ENFORCEMENTS 

ON DEUEL COUNTY HIGHWAYS 

 

 

WHEREAS, seasonal climatic changes can be detrimental to our highways; and 

WHEREAS, the Deuel County Board of County Commissioners desires the enforcement 

of weight limitations on Deuel County roads as set forth by the Deuel County Highway 

Superintendent. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the limit on Deuel County highways shall be 

set as seven (7) ton per axle on all asphalt surface roads when limit signs are in place; and 

The South Dakota Highway Patrol be and hereby is authorized and requested to enforce 

weight limitations on Deuel County highways. 

 

BE IT further RESOLVED that the penalty for the violation of the load restrictions shall 

be as set forth in SDCL 32-22-55. 

 

Vote of the Deuel County Board of County Commissioners:  5  Yea        0  Nay 

Dated this 17th day of February, 2026. 

    

__________________________________ 

                                                                                                 Jay Grabow, Chairman  

                                                                    Deuel County Commission 

ATTEST: 

__________________________________ 

Courtney Parker, Auditor  

Deuel County 

 
Broksieck presented a quote in the amount of $4,100 for a new fuel probe as the 

sensor stopped working. This is the leak detection system for 10,000-gallon system. 3) 
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Mewherter moved, seconded by Fieber to approve the purchase of a fuel probe in the 
amount of $4,100. All voted yes and the motion carried.  

Broksieck discussed township contract rates with the board. The break-even rate is 
$138 per hour to operate the machinery. Discussion was had to increase the rates 3%, 
similar to CPI. 4) Homan moved, seconded by Fieber to increase the township contract 
rates 3% across the board. All voted yes and the motion carried.  
Item #2 Invenergy  

Molly Malone and Michael Iacopetti representing Invenergy presented the Invenergy 
Haul Road Agreement that is signed by Invenergy. The commissioners read the agreement 
and saw no concerns. Banner Associates will inspect before and after the project to show 
the amount of wear. 5) Mewherter moved, seconded by Rhody to approve the Invenergy 
Haul Road Agreement. All voted yes and the motion carried.  
Item #3 Deubrook Community Library  

Heather Landmark asked the board for $1,000 in support funds, the same as the 
year prior. Landmark gave a recap on what the funds are used for. The library has been 
doing a summer reading program that has enrolled 40 kids from White and Toronto. Each 
week for six weeks they read books, do a craft. The program is growing each year. The 
library is open during the summer for anyone to check out books which they have seen an 
increase in that as well. 6) Fieber moved, seconded by Rhody to approve the support funds 
in the amount of $1,000 for the Deubrook Community Library. All voted yes and the motion 
carried.  
Item #4 Todd Boyd 

This discussion was postponed. 
Item #5 First District Executive Director Todd Kays 
 Kays presented his annual report on First District. First District Association of Local 
Governments is one of South Dakota’s six regional planning and development districts. 
Their job is to assist local government officials. During 2025 First District helped Deuel 
County with $17,084 in grants received. Kays reported he is busy watching the legislative 
session on new bills that will affect local government.  
Item #6 Zoning Officer Jodi Theisen  

Theisen presented one plat to the board. 7) Homan moved, seconded by Rhody to 
approve the plat entitled “PLAT OF LOT 1B OF RYMERSON FARM SECOND ADDITION” and 
Resolution #26-06. All voted yes and the motion carried.  

 
COUNTY COMMISION RESOLUTION  

#26-06 
 

Be it resolved by the Board of County Commissioners of Deuel County, South Dakota, that 
the plat herein PLAT OF LOT 1B OF RYMERSON FARM SECOND ADDITION, in the East ½ of 
Section 22, T113N, R49W of the 5TH P.M., Deuel County, South Dakota, Prepared by Brian D. 
Ernst, Registered Land Surveyor of the State of South Dakota be and the same is hereby 
approved.  
 
I, Courtney Parker, County Auditor for Deuel County, South Dakota, do certify that the 
foregoing resolution was passed by the Board of County Commissioners, Deuel County, 
South Dakota, at the regular meeting on the 17th day of February, 2026.  
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      ___________________________________  
     Deuel County Auditor 
Item #7 Missouri River Energy Services   

Missouri River Energy Services (MRES) discussed who they are and who they 
represent. They are a community-based organization that would like to be apart of Deuel 
County. Matt Schull- President/CEO, Terry Wolf- COO and Jason Kjenstad- HDR all spoke 
on behalf of Missouri River Energy Services. MRES is an organization of 61 municipal utility 
members. MRES provides them with wholesale power. Managed by a 13-member board 
which is elected from the 61 utility members. The plant is approved by the board and then 
moved forward. Some communities they serve are small population communities and 
larger communities, some neighboring communities to Deuel County. MRES is not 
associated with the proposed data center for the area. MRES will supply power to their 
customers, not the data center. MRES is not associated with the proposed 765 kV 
powerline for this area. They are separate projects. MRES is different from investor-owned 
utilities. No shareholders, no private funds, all funds come from their members. They issue 
bonds; however, the membership pays for those bonds through rates that they charge. They 
are all self-contained purely for the benefit for their communities. Not for profit company 
just for benefit of our members. They need this plant as their communities grow. It is not 
being built to serve data centers or anything other than their members.  

Wolf explained about the project. There was an emergency about 3 weeks ago when 
the region experienced a capacity need. They were one step away from curtailing firm 
customer loads like had happened five years ago during a winter storm. They have had good 
success with landowners they have interacted with. The majority of landowners have 
agreed to the easement payments and the land that they are pursuing. They have had five 
community meetings, not including commission meetings. Local review committee started 
in June of 2024. As part of the local review committee, they reviewed many items that go 
into this project. They have tried to mitigate any issues that may be caused. MRES is very 
close to submitting their Conditional Use Permit that has been outlined in material they 
have handed out. MRES expects their facility permit from The State to be available in the 
second or third quarter.  

Kjenstad, Area Manager for HDR that manages projects within South Dakota, North 
Dakota and Minnesota, explained HDR had many different experts in a variety of fields that 
assisted in the application. MRES did provide a few other consultants that helped as well. 
Part of HDR’s roll was to help with siting of the transmission line and facility. When the PUC 
looks at the application that looks at all the work done to see if the location is safe, will this 
provide reliable energy sources, is the member communities going to get the power at a 
reasonable rate. Another item to look at is getting as close as possible to a natural gas line 
to make construction activities cost less and the ability to get the power back on the grid as 
is a close proximity which is managing the cost of the project. Application was submitted to 
the PUC last August. The PUC has a team of experts with similar experts to review the 
application.  

Grabow stated there was a few items he wanted to mention before he opened the 
discussion up to the public. 1- The local review committee is required by PUC. The PUC 
sets the items that were reviewed. 2- There are other power companies that want to come, 
similar to MRES so when we get inundated with all of the power (when the south wind tower 
project gets completed Deuel County will have the most about of wind towers in the state) 
Deuel County is only 4,300 people which is raising concerns of getting over run since we are 
small. In the site where MRES is planning to build, there are 18 habited homes within a two-
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mile radius and that’s the biggest concern. 3- Deuel County has a 45-decibel noise 
requirement in zoning ordinances. 4- We need to talk to those people within that radius and 
make sure they are okay with this. Grabow asked MRES to talk to those in the 2-mile radius 
and see how we can make this work for those affected.  

Public comment was opened by Grabow. MRES stated they are trying to do that 
outreach. They attended the Don’t Pave My Prairie event on Sunday. MRES has put forth a 
lot of effort in this design of the facility to not exceed the 45-decibel noise threshold. The 
State Utilities Commission is investigating that thoroughly and have questioned MRES in 
the facility permit application where they are asking questions about that. Wolf says 
inclosing generator set and increasing the depth of the walls that will surround the 
generator sets will help mitigate those concerns. MRES will do a study to analyze the plant 
after it is in operation to ensure there is no issue. MRES stated they are doing things before, 
during and after to mitigate any noise problems. Grabow asked if they do not meet the 45-
decible noise threshold, will they tear down the facility and Wolf stated they must mitigate 
the problem if there is one. Grabow stated there are concerns with an undertone vibration 
of the wind turbines. Grabow asked will there be a concern of that with the facility that is 
planned? MRES stated they don’t believe that it will be an issue. Grabow asked what was 
the cause of the switch from recipicating motors to gas turbine? Wolf stated it was a 
function of cost but still preform similarly. Nearest home is a ½ mile away and they have 
been in contact with them about mitigating issues. Christian Vizecky stated he lives within a 
mile of the proposed facility and has not heard from them. Kris Christensen asked what is 
the noise decibel for the Otter Tail plant? Wolf stated the Otter Tail facility is substantially 
larger than the proposed MRES plant. The MRES will have the generator sets inside the 
building. Christensen asked about the light pollution they would have at MRES facility. Wolf 
stated MRES would like those discussions for designing the facility, however they need 
some lights for working at the facility, but they do not need to always be on. Marlin Bjerke 
asked if they measured the frequency of the generators and if the facility would give a 
constant sound. Wolf stated it will be a peaking facility so it will operate 10-20% of the time. 
They have not done that type of testing and have not received those concerns with their 
other facilities. Many things affect noise and that needs to be taken into consideration. 
Bjerke stated he would like to see some noise stations to detect noise throughout the 
county due to wind turbines and other facilities that cause loud noise. Bjerke asked if there 
was a need to capture CO2 from the facility and Wolf stated not at this time. MRES is trying 
to have a small facility that has much less impact on land use. Wolf stated right now they 
are quoting a 22-acre impact to land for the proposed facility. Wind and solar have 20 times 
the land impact as their facility. MRES quoted their total member peak load is 1100 
megawatts. Christensen asked if there’s an excess of energy, why can’t you tap into that 
and use it? Wolf responded that they are required to ensure they have enough generation 
capacity to meet the needs of their members. Since their peak load is around 1100 
megawatts, their generation capacity must be 1100 megawatts plus roughly 20% to serve 
their communities. Wolf stated while there might be an energy surplus, there is not a 
capacity surplus in the region. Multiple people raised concerns on contradicting 
information on whether energy is in excess or not. Wolf stated the capacity need is not 
there when MRES asked the region to purchase. Rhody asked what MRES relationship with 
WAPA is? Wolf stated they operate with them regularly. Rhody asked if WAPA is short on 
power. Wolf stated WAPA has a fixed amount and MRES is required for the excess. WAPAs 
power is all subscribed. Grabow asked if MRES proposed facility would be MISO controlled. 
Wolf responded that they would be connected to a MISO grid that will be dispatched to the 
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grid. Christensen asked how did MRES pick that site? Schull stated that it is center mass, 
the natural gas pipeline, and the transmission infrastructure is conducive to the grid. MRES 
confirmed they will be connecting to the substation currently owned by Otter Tail. MISO 
tracks physics and energy accounting. Bjerke asked if they would tie into the 765kV line that 
powers the metro area. MRES responded they will not and they are not affiliated with that 
project. Grabow asked why does 765kV line run into Brookings and Big Stone? Wolf 
responded they are trying to tie in strong points. Kim Harringa asked if MRES conducted 
their own environmental studies or if they did their own. Wolf stated any environmental 
studies that are completed are logged and they can see what was previously done for 
studies but they also complete their own studies. Harringa asked if any of the three 
representing MRES or HDR present at the meeting had been to the proposed site and they 
confirmed. Bjerke asked if Brookings or Watertown could have this infrastructure? Wolf 
stated it isn’t robust enough to allow for interconnection. Grabow closed the public 
comment.  

Rhody stated that they need to reach out to the community its affecting. Grabow 
agreed and stated it’s not a reflection of Brent Moeller as he’s been good to work with, but a 
reflection of so many projects trying to come to the area at the same time. Encourage MRES 
to visit some of the 18 habited homes within the 2-mile radius.  

New Business 
8) Mewherter moved, seconded by Fieber to approve the Cash Balance Sheet for 

January 2026. All voted yes and motion carried. 
9) Homan moved, seconded by Mewherter to approve a travel request to Pierre for 

Jay Grabow. Roll Call Vote: Homan- yay, Mewherter-yay, Fieber-nay, or Rhody-nay, motion 
fails.  

10) Rhody moved, seconded by Fieber to approve Goodwin Senior Citizens support 
funds in the amount of $200.00. All voted yes and the motion carried.  

11) Mewherter moved, seconded by Rhody to approve Intergovernmental Contract 
For The South Dakota Public Assurance Alliance. All voted yes and the motion carried.  

12) Fieber moved, seconded by Grabow to approve the Twotrees Technology quote 
for computers in the auditor’s office in the amount of $2,932.00. All voted yes and the 
motion carried.  

13) Homan moved, seconded by Fieber to approve the Applied Digital Townhall 
Meeting on February 25th, 2026 at 7:00 PM at the Clear Lake Community Center as a public 
meeting so all commissioners can attend. All voted yes and the motion carried.  

Approval of Warrants: 
14) Rhody moved, seconded by Mewherter to pay warrants as presented. All voted 

yes and motion carried.  
Paid Early: IBC 268.50 MERP January 2026 Admin Fees, IBC 40.00 MERP 2-3 to 2-9 
Employee Claims,  
Transmittals: Schools $332,356.09, Townships $27,346.02, Towns $39,829.65, EDWD 
$1,103.49, Upper Deer $.65, Rural Fire $6,533.23 
Warrants: A&B BUSINESS SOLUTIONS 539.11 SUPPLIES, A-OX WELDING SUPPLY 
COMPANY IN 202.06 SUPPLIES, ANDERSON FAMILY LIMITED LIAB 180.00 REPLACE LOST 
CK, AUSTIN LAW OFFICE 1359.68 CAA, AVERA OCCUPATIONAL MEDICINE-SF 109.80 
DRUG TESTS, BANNER ASSOCIATES INC 33755.03 PROF FEES, BROOKINGS CO. 
SHERIFF'S OFFICE 2721.07 JAIL HOUSING/SUPPLIES, BROOKINGS DEUEL RURAL WATER 
141.80 UTILITIES, BJERKE SANITATION 400.00 GARBAGE, BUTLER MACHINERY CO 5009.16 
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REPAIR, CENTURY LINK 341.40 911 UTILITIES, CINTAS CORP 172.62 RUGS, CLEAR LAKE 
BUILDING CENTER 68.66 SUPPLIES, COWBOY COUNTRY STORES 26.23 SUPPLIES, 
CREATIVE REWARDS & SPECIALTIES 60.00 RECOGNITION PLAQUE -VSA, DAKOTA DATA 
SHRED 87.61 PROF. SERVICE, DEUEL COUNTY FARMERS UNION OIL 2365.99 SUPPLIES 
AND UTILITIES, EQUIPMENT BLADES INC 239.13 SUPPLIES, FIRST BANK & TRUST 3824.91 
CC STATEMENT, FIRST DIST. ASSOC LOCAL GOV'T 250.00 PROF. SERVICE, FRITZ 
CHEVROLET INC 1029.00 REPAIR, H-D ELECTRIC COOP, INC 1069.15 UTILITIES, HIGH 
MOUNTAIN 100.00 DC BUCKS, HOUSEMAN FUNERAL & CREMATION 2600.00 CO-ASSIST 
CREAMATION 26-01CB, INTER-LAKES COMM ACTION INC 1379.75 FEBRUARY SUPPORT, M 
& T FIRE AND SAFETY 813.72 CONTROLLER MINOR EQIP, BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC 
54.94 REPAIR, MACKSTEEL WAREHOUSE, INC. 38.94 SUPPLIES, MCLEOD'S 415.75 TWSP 
PADS, MENARDS 99.99 SUPPLIES, MICROFILM IMAGING SYSTEMS 90.00 SCANNER RENT, 
NORTHWESTERN ENERGY 632.61 UTILITIES, OFFICE PEEPS INC 618.05 SUPPLIES, 
OTTERTAIL POWER CO 1333.15 UTILITIES, POWERPLAN OIB 274.47 REPAIR, RUNNING'S 
SUPPLY INC 1353.38 SUPPLIES, SANFORD CLINIC 3333.34 JAN & FEB HEALTH NURSE, 
SANFORD HEALTH OCCMED 105.00 PRE-PLACEMENT PROF SERVICE, SD DEPT. OF 
LABOR & REGULATION 532.00 D. OLSON CLAIM, SD DEPT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 2730.00 
NCIC/NLETS (TELETYPE SERV), STATE OF SD 50.00 BLOOD DRAWS, SDSU EXTENSION 
11525.00 4-H SALARY SHARE, TEESDALE LAW OFFICE, PLLC 911.20 CAA, CITY OF 
WATERTOWN 6350.20 911 SURCHARGE, 

Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 

Adjournment: 
There being no further business 15) Fieber moved, seconded by Rhody to adjourn. 

All voted yes and the motion carried.  
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________            ________________________________  
Courtney Parker, Auditor             Jay Grabow, Chairman 
Published one time at the approximate cost of              


