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 The Deuel County Commissioners met in regular session on November 4th, 2025, at 
9:00 AM in the Commission Room of the Courthouse with Chairman Jay Grabow presiding. 
Those present were Commissioners Jay Grabow, Steve Rhody, Scott Fieber, Harry 
Mewherter and Judith Homan. Also present was Auditor Courtney Parker. The meeting 
began with prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance. 1) Fieber moved, seconded by Rhody to 
approve the agenda with the addition of equipment & tires purchases. All voted yes and the 
motion carried.  

Appointments 
Item #1 Highway Superintendent Jamie Broksieck  

Broksieck presented Sourcewell contracts for a John Deere backhoe 410P for 
$169,983 and a Cat backhoe 420XE for $167,203.08. Warranty is the same for both 
machines for 84 months or 3000 hours. Service should be good with both since both have 
locations in Watertown. 2) Fieber moved, seconded by Mewherter to approve the 
Sourcewell contract number #011723-CAT for the Cat 420XE $167,203.08. All voted yes 
and the motion carried.  

Discussion was had on purchasing tires and cutting edges. 3) Homan moved, 
seconded by Rhody to approve six tires from Pomps totaling $11,500. All voted yes and the 
motion carried. 4) Mewherter moved, seconded by Fieber to approve 20 blade edges and six 
double carbide truck plow edges in the amount of $10,818.60 from state bid. All voted yes 
and the motion carried.   

Broksieck discussed submitting a BIG application on the Eastman Bridge. Currently 
we have 51 BIG points. If the application is not approved, the county can do bid ready plans 
and resubmit the application next year raising the BIG points increasing the chances for 
approval.  

5) Mewherter moved, seconded by Rhody to approve a contract with Banner 
Associates for design and hydraulic studies on bridge 20-200-071 for $15,000. Will bid with 
the two others, Gary Gulch and Gorder road bridge that got accepted for BIG program. All 
voted yes and the motion carried.  

Banner associates representative Waylon Blasius said the DOT removed guard rail 
due to agriculture collisions. Equipment is too wide and hits the guard rail. Blasius 
estimates the Gorder road will be 70% more work/longer than the Bemis road. The Bemis 
road was $38,000. Blasius estimates the Gorder road project at $58,500 for the 3.3 miles.   
Item #2 County Health Nurse Tammy Baer  

Baer presented her semiannual report which included creating a “Move More” flyer 
in City of Clear Lake bag, painted crosswalks by school, flu vaccinations were offered every 
Thursday (walk-in basis) at the clinic with clinics at Gary, Toronto, Goodwin, and Deuel 
School District. Child immunizations are doing great, nurse visited the 9th and 12th grade 
students about health care careers, list of local daycare providers to get health information 
distributed to, talking with librarians, still coming CPR certified, reached out to SotaSoDak, 
visited with SDSU Extension on a “Kids Kare” babysitting workshop. 6) Homan moved, 
seconded by Fieber to approve the contract for the Deuel County Health Nurse with Deuel 
County’s portion being $20,000. All voted yes and the motion carried.   
Item #3 Missouri River Energy Services Director of Generation Resources Brent Moeller 

Missouri River Energy Services (MRES) presented information on roughly 378-
million-dollar, 145 MW simple-cycle combustion turbine duel-fuel generators plant in the 
Toronto area. The representatives from MRES felt it was important to state the plant is not 
coming because of potential data centers, but because of current consumer needs. The 
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plant would provide a reliable power source to fill the gaps from existing wind and solar 
resources and to help electric consumers that are using more electricity and will continue 
to use more. Currently transmission landowner outreach is ongoing. The plant is 
approximately $3 million for the first five years of operation, then approximately $1 million 
per year. Project schedule: 2024-2026 permitting, 2025-2026 surveys and engineering 
design, 2026 pre-construction activities, 2027-2029 construction and 2026 power plant in 
operation. Commission asked why all these generation plants, data centers, etc. want to 
build in Deuel County? Moeller explained the large substation in Astoria as well as the 
interconnection with all lines. Noise ordinances and emissions were of concern to the 
commission and public. MRES confirmed they would follow any ordinance or guideline.  
Item #4 Plainview Dairy Representative Kees Knevelbaard 

Knevelbaard presented invoices from road improvements Plainview Dairy has paid 
for and wishes to be reimbursed for from the RPP grant funds. Knevelbaard stated United 
Development is in charge of project management. They submit monthly taxes paid to the 
Department of Revenue for the RPP grant with Knevelbaard’s supervision. When the project 
is completed then the RPP money will be allocated to the county. The county has approved 
a MOU for 65% reimbursement to Plainview Dairy and Blom Township. The commission will 
approve funds as needed. Knevelbaard stated a haul road agreement is moving forward 
with Bruce Harringa approving it and the other supervisors have not. Knevelbaard said he 
wants to work with Blom Township on the hoses and manure lines. He stated he will not 
block anyone in or go over approaches. Discussion on the water line was had. Knevelbaard 
confirmed the wells from the Ballbeck 80 have been approved the dairy.   
Item #5 Sheriff Cory Borg 

Borg presented law enforcement contracts. 7) Homan moved, seconded by Rhody 
to approve the law enforcement contracts for Astoria at $3,900 and Toronto at $7,600 for 
2026. All voted yes and the motion carried.  

Borg discussed the evidence locker policy that has been in place since Borg has 
been sheriff. Once a year it is audited by the Sheriff and one other person within the sheriff’s 
office. All things removed from evidence is ordered by court order from a judge. The order 
will explain to destroy or return the property. Borg explained that all evidence is secured by 
a combination, padlock and is under 24/7 surveillance. If the evidence isn’t secured 
correctly, then cases can be thrown out. The sheriff’s office follows all protocols and 
policies set in place to ensure the chain of custody is secured. Department of Legislative 
Audit collects the reconciliation from the sheriff.   
Item #6 at 11:11 AM Executive Session Pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2(1) Personnel Matters  

8) Fieber moved, seconded by Rhody to move into Executive Session Pursuant to 
SDCL 1-25-2(1) for Personnel Matters. All voted yes and the motion carried. Grabow 
declared the Commissioners out of Executive Session at 12:03 PM. No action was taken. 
Item #7 Executive Session pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2(3) for Contractual Matters was not 
needed.  

New Business 
9) Fieber moved, seconded by Mewherter to approve October Cash Balance Sheet. 

All voted yes and the motion carried.  
DEUEL COUNTY AUDITOR'S ACCOUNT WITH TREASURER  

END OF MONTH CASH BALANCE- OCTOBER 2025 

CASH TOTAL  $             1,289.40  

CHECKS TOTAL  $         238,420.40  
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CASH ITEM  $                        -    

CASH CHANGE SHERIFF  $                  50.00  

TOTAL CASH ASSETS ON HAND  $         239,759.80  

CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE  $      1,319,158.79  

PREMIUM MM FIRST BANK & TRUST OF TORONTO  $      6,255,756.80  

SD FIT  $                        -    

CREDIT CARDS  $           10,940.55  

CD DNB  $         250,000.00  

  FB&T  -  

INTEREST EARNED: $14,881.99   

REVOLVING LOAN  $           46,033.98  

GRAND TOTAL CASH ASSETS  $      8,121,649.92  

GL CASH BALANCE BY FUNDS: 

GENERAL  $      5,617,528.93  

   $        (293,020.02) 

TRUST & AGENCY FUNDS  $      2,797,141.01  

Townships $179,794.18  Cities $259,326.43    

Schools   $2,083,468.24  Rural Fire  $36,548.36    

TOTAL GENERAL LEDGER CASH  $      8,121,649.92  

        

   Difference =  $                        -    
 

Warrants 
10) Rhody moved, seconded by Homan to pay all warrants. All voted yes and motion 

carried.  
Paid Early: MERP 70.00 Employee Claims 11/7/2025, MERP 751.01 Employee Claims 11/13 
to 11/17/25, Deuel County Farmers Union Oil 1617.51 Supplies, H-D Electric Coop Inc 
310.84 Utilities, ITC 188.27 Utilities, RC Technologies 150.00 911 Utilities, City of 
Watertown 6374.48 911 Surcharge, Deuel County Farmers Union Oil 258.99 Repairs, Deuel 
County Treasurer 41.29, H-D Electric Coop Inc 383.87 Utilities, Northwestern Energy 16.05 
Utilities, Ottertail Power Co 30.05 Utilities, South Dakota Department of Revenue 96,845.62 
EOM Fees 
Transmittals: Schools 2,083,468.24, Townships 29,321.14, Cities 18,644.14, EDWD 
6,863.04, Upper Deer Creek 35.45, Rural Fire 36,548.36 
Warrants: Austin Law Office 120.00 CAA Fees, Banner Associates Inc 4417.55 Professional 
Service, Brookings County Sheriff’s Office 3360.00 Prisoner Housing, Brookings Deuel Rural 
Water 46.00 Utilities, Beadle County Sheriff’s Office 210.00 Prisoner Housing, Bjerke 
Sanitation 215.00 Garbage, Brandt Senior Citizens 200.00 Annual Support Funds, Butler 
Machinery Co 430.67 Repair, Cecelia Louwagie 670.04 Over Payment on Taxes, Cintas Corp 
51.31 Rugs, Clear Lake Senior Center 200.00 Annual Support Funds, Cook’s Building 
Center 850.41 Repairs, Cowboy Country Stores 30.44 Supplies, Dakota Data Shred 73.07 
Shred Rental, Deuel County Farmers Union Oil 85.98 Repair, Department of Animal Science 
48.00 Redbooks, First Bank & Trust 2719.09 CC Statement, Fritz Chevrolet Inc 1479.34 
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Repair, Hillyard/Sioux Falls 247.53 Supplies, Inter-Lakes Comm Action Inc 1245.42 
November Support, ITC 1195.09 Utilities, John Lentz 445.03 Over Payment on Taxes, Mack 
Brothers 1006.41 Over Payment on Taxes, Magedanz Farms LLC 936.85 Over Payment on 
Taxes, Maynards 25.98 Supplies, Monica Lemme 43.34 Over Payment on Taxes, Byron 
Nogelmeier 25.00 October Scram, Office Peeps Inc 305.05 Supplies, Orma Fieber 538.20 
Over Payment on Taxes, Ottertail Power Co 1128.95 Utilities, Portland Township 40400.00 
RAIF Reimbursement, Sanford Clinic 1666.67 Health Nurse, State of SD 420.00 Blood 
Draws, Sioux Valley Co-op 287.50 Supplies, Streicher’s 1538.00 Supplies 

Public Comment 
There was no public comment.  

Adjournment 
There being no further business 11) Rhody moved, seconded by Grabow to adjourn. 

All voted yes and the motion carried. 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________            ________________________________  
Courtney Parker, Auditor          Jay Grabow, Chairman 
Published one time at the approximate cost of              


